November 11th, 2001
Hi Gavin

Well it is quite nice not having to write another instalment of the Turkey trip. It was very time-consuming writing them, and that was every week for 8 weeks. Still it gives you an idea of where I went and what I did. So just a normal letter-writing weekend this time. Write to you each week but will revert to writing every 2 weeks to Nana and Granddad.

Today is November 11th. At 11 a.m. on the 11th day of the 11th month (November) in 1918, Word War I officially cam e to a halt. So that is why Remembrance day is on November 11th. The official ceremonies are held on the Sunday nearest the 11th, but this year they coincide. Also, a symbol for this day is the red poppy after the flowers that sprung up on the battlefields of Western Europe after the war. This past week I noticed on TV, Tony Blair and John Howard the Australian Prime Minister, wearing poppies in their lapels. I don’t know whether or not Remembrance day in the US is the same as that in the Commonwealth. So HK now has two remembrance days – today and the one a few weeks ago that I wrote about. 

Incidentally, John Howard was yesterday re-elected as Prime Minister of Australia for a third term. Much closed election than before. He probably won because of his government’s hard line policy on illegal immigration which is popular with the electorate. Many people from Middle East countries go to Indonesia and then ride in flimsy boats organised by gangs across to Australia – either the mainland or islands. The Australian policy now is to turn the boats back to Indonesia. Recently about 400 people who had already arrived back were forced onto another boat at gun-point and told to go back to Australia. Unfortunately, the boat sank and all but about 50 drowned. And just the other day another boat was intercepted and to avoid being sent back, the boat was sent fire to. 


I now plan to be in NZ about the same time as Leonie. I will fly on Singapore Airlines and probably leave HK on December 10th and depart Christchurch on December 29th. I haven’t purchased the tickets yet but will have to do so soon I guess. One company offers a package which includes 3 nights of accommodation in Christchurch and a hotel for the necessary overnight stop in Singapore on the way back (as the flight from Chch arrives after the last flight to HK has departed.) Another company has a ticket which is $500 less with no accommodation. That is OK for Chch but if I want accommodation in Singapore that costs an extra $500 making the prices the same! Of course, I have though of just staying in the airport for the night for the HK flight the next morning.


There was an economic meeting in HK this past week. George Bush Sr. attended. A lot of the talk was about China’s entry to the World Trade Organisation which took place officially yesterday. Airport train services were disrupted for a few hours the other day after a train damaged the overhead wires. Some time ago, I mentioned about a dispute between truck drivers and the companies that carry freight to ships moored out in the harbour. It concerned a fee that the companies were passing on to the truckers and which they had to pay before their cargo would be unloaded. The truckers regard this as unfair. Well there was a temporary solution to the issue but it is threatening to erupt again. 


There was a TV report the other day saying that the incidence of asthma in HK is increasing. Many parents do not know their children have asthma until they are rushed to hospital with breathing difficulties. I know what that is all about! About 300 people a year in HK die from asthma. Incidentally, I have been having a bit of a difficult time with breathing in the past few weeks. I try to take the lowest possible dose with the preventative inhaler, which means I often use the inhaler for children – same chemical but a lower dosage. Yesterday I reverted to the adult inhaler and already I seem to be better.

Nice to get your second ‘phone call the other day. As I mentioned, I called Shatin College and found that Mr Russell had left for Australia last July. Is he an Australian or would be have emigrated to there? I haven’t looked up websites about Australia yet

That’s about all I can write this week! Thinking of you 

Cheers.

Dad

PS: Since I finished and printed this letter, more news came up:

1. Just by chance, I flicked on to BBC TV at 7 p.m., which is 11 a.m. in London. Got the Remembrance Day ceremonies at the Cenotaph there, led by the Queen. Usually only heads or representatives of Commonwealth countries are invited. But this year, as a consequence of the September 11th tragedy, the US, through its UK ambassador, was invited. Big Ben struck at 11 a.m. for the 2 minutes of silence.

2. Two Chinese warships are visiting HK at the moment, the first such ships since the handover. Open to the public by ticket only, all of which were snapped up weeks ago. 

3. Saw on the news that England beat Australia in a Rugby game in London. The All Blacks play Ireland, in Ireland, some time soon. 
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